
"There is no Frigate 
like a Book To take us 
Lands away" – Emily 
Dickinson
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“That's the thing about books. 
They let you travel without 
moving your feet...”
― Jhumpa Lahiri

“I do believe something very magical can happen 

when you read a good book.” ―J.K. Rowling
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“I love books. I adore everything about them. I love 
the feel of the pages on my fingertips. They are light 
enough to carry, yet so heavy with worlds and ideas. I 
love the sound of the pages flicking against my 
fingers. Print against fingerprints. Books make people 
quiet, yet they are so loud.” – Nnedi Okorafor



Dear A.P. English Language and Composition Student, 

You have elected to take a most exciting class this year, which 

requires a great deal of dedication and effort. Please scroll down for 

the summer reading assignments for this course. Read the material 

carefully before beginning the assignments. If you have any 

questions, don’t hesitate to e-mail me. Be sure to complete all the 

assignments by the end of the first week of school. Assignments in 

this class are only accepted on or before the due date and all work 

must be submitted in hard copy and through turnitin.com. 

By preparing in advance, you will enhance the possibility of 

achieving a score of 4 or 5 on the A.P exam, as well as easing the 

burden of the heavy reading necessary for this college-level class. 

Don't forget that you will have other responsibilities during the 

coming year, but not to the exclusion of your obligations for this 

class. The more you read, the better reader you will become. Have a 

well-deserved rest and a great vacation! 

Sincerely,

Mica Bloom

English Department Chair



ASSIGNMENTS

Yes, assignments plural! Please note that it does not say “Summer

Reading Assignments,” as there is a lot of writing involved. First

words of AP Lang wisdom: do not, do not, do not, DO NOT wait

until the weekend before school begins to start your work! You

have numerous assignments to complete and hand in by the end

of the first week of school.

All writing assignments must be MLA format and stapled. Do not 

forget to clearly label your work. If you finish your work early over 

the summer, you are encouraged to e-mail 

(mbloom_te@flatbush.org) your completed assignments to me. 

ON YOUR FIRST DAY BACK ALL ESSAYS WILL BE SUBMITTED TO 

TURNITIN.COM 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND 
COMPOSITION 

SUMMER ASSIGNMENTS



Assignment A
Part I: Read The Glass Castle by Jeanette Walls

PART II – You must see me before the end of the year 
to get a packet with the 3 articles listed below.

Read ALL of the following articles:

(i) “A Better Life” by Kate Ellis and Ellen Guettler
(ii) “Rethinking the American Dream” by David Kamp
(iii) “ Who Still  Believes in the American Dream” by        
Chris Arnade



PART III - NowWrite Your Essay:

Directions: The following prompt is based on the three articles and
The Glass Castle.

This question requires you to integrate al four sources into a
coherent, well-written essay. Refer to the sources to support your
position; avoid mere paraphrase or summary. Your argument should
be central; the sources should support this argument.

Remember to attribute both direct and indirect citations.

Introduction

In 1931, American historian John Truslow Adams claimed that the
American Dream is "that dream of a land in which life should be
better and richer and fuller for everyone, with opportunity for each
according to ability or achievement. . .It is not a dream of motor cars
and high wages merely, but a dream of social order in which each
man and each woman shall be able to attain to the fullest stature of
which they are innately capable, and be recognized by others for
what they are, regardless of the fortuitous circumstances of birth or
position." In writing your essay you may wish to consider : Is
Truslow’s definition of the dream attainable for every person? Has the
definition of the dream changed over time? Do dreams of wealth
now supersede dreams of rising in the social order? Are those ideas
mutually exclusive? Is it truly based on ability, regardless of “birth or
position”?

Then, in an essay of 3-5 pages (using ALL FOUR sources) take a
position that defends, challenges, or qualifies the claim that the
American Dream is attainable for every person.



Assignment B
Part I: Essay of Definition

In Lewis Carroll’s wise and whimsical tale Through the Looking
Glass, Humpty Dumpty proclaims, “When I use a word. . . it means
just what I choose it to mean—neither more nor less.” If the world
were filled with characters like Humpty Dumpty, all of them
bending the meanings of words to their own purposes and
accepting no challenges to their personal definitions,
communication would creak to a halt. For language to
communicate, words must have accepted definitions. Dictionaries,
the source-books for definitions, are compilations of current word
meanings, enabling speakers of a language to understand one
another. But as you might suspect, things are not as simple as they
first appear. We all know that a word like discipline has a standard
dictionary definition. We also know that parents argue every day
over the meaning of discipline, as do teachers and school
administrators. Moreover, many of the wrenching moral debates
of our time are attempts to resolve questions of definition.

The Longman Writer: Rhetoric and Reader, Brief Edition, 5e, by Nadell/McMeniman/Langan and Comodromos



Part I – Read “Entropy” by K.C. Cole
N.Y. Times March 18, 1982 
You must see me before the end of the year to get 
your reading packet. 

Part II – Your job:

In “Entropy,” K.C. Cole takes a scientific term from physics and
gives it a broader definition and a wider application. Choose
another specialized term and define it in such a way that you
reveal something significant about contemporary life. The 2-4
page paper might begin with the etymology of the term, a
stipulative definition, or a definition by negation. (A stipulative
definition is a type of definition in which a new or currently-
existing term is given a new specific meaning for the purposes of
argument or discussion in a given context.) You may want to use
a number of writing patterns—such as description, comparison,
narration—to develop the definition. Remember, too, that the
paper does not have to be scholarly and serious. There is no
reason it can’t be a lighthearted but well-written discussion of
the meaning of a term. On the following page is an outline of
“Entropy” to help you write your essay.



The Longman Writer: Rhetoric and Reader, Brief Edition, 5e, by 
Nadell/McMeniman/Langan and Comodromos



Assignment C – Reading for Enjoyment

Choose one book from The New York Times Best Sellers 
Hardcover Non-fiction or Paperback Non-fiction lists 
(Amazon has these lists on their website...you can also 
“google” New York Times Best Seller List). The book must 
be at an appropriate level for your abilities as an AP 
student and it must be SCHOOL APPROPRIATE. You may 
only choose a non-fiction book from the list within the last 
year. Upon your return to school you will be completing a 
class assignment on your book—so read carefully and be 
prepared! 



The only important thing in a 
book is the meaning that it has 
for you.
–W. Somerset Maugham


